
The Bedford Reader
Modes Assignment - 
Step by Step

A guide by Mr. DeGeer



Why am I doing this?
The purpose of these assignments is to further 
your critical reading, rhetorical analysis, and 
understanding of the different rhetorical modes of 
writing in order to identify modes when reading 
and to help you employ multiple writing strategies 
for different purposes in your own writing. The 
Bedford Reader pieces deal with significant social 
issues as well as relatable personal situations. The 
works will works will also  be used for class 
discussions.



1. Summarize the Intro
First, read and summarize the introduction 
for the selected mode of writing from The 
Bedford Reader (7th ed)

➔ Main Ideas
Highlight components that make up the 
mode of writing.

➔ Check List
What are the particular steps to follow 
when writing in that mode?

➔ Case Study
Provide information about the student 
essay at the end of the chapter.



 The introduction for each 
                  section is listed in the 

           Bedford Modes
         Instructions packet 



Cover all of the main ideas of the 
introduction as well the Case Study



Summary - Requirements: 
Read and summarize the 
introduction for the 
selected mode of writing 
from The Bedford Reader 
(7th ed). Your summary 
should include information 
from each highlighted 
section of the introduction, 
including the student 
sample essay at the end. 
Your summary should be a 
minimum of 1 page typed 
in MLA format +10 points. 



2. Selected Reading
 Second, read the selected reading for the 
section and complete Questions on Meaning, 
Questions on Writing Strategy, & write a one 
paragraph style analysis on the author’s style.



Selected Readings - Requirements: 
Read the selected reading from the 
section and answer Questions on 
Meaning & Questions on Writing 
Strategy at the end of the reading +2 
points each per question. Write a 
minimum of one paragraph analysis on 
the author’s style. What stands out 
about their syntax & sentence 
structure? What type of diction do they 
use? What is their tone and how do they 
create it? +5 points. The selected 
readings will be covered the following 
week in a Socratic Circle or group.



Follow the 
formatting examples 

in the Bedford 
Instruction Packet



3. Chosen Reading
Next, go to the table of contents and select and read an essay of 
your choosing from the selected section. Write a rhetorical précis 
and personal response paragraph for the work you have chosen.



Requirements: Choose a 
reading from the section and 
write a Rhetorical Precis +8 
points (2 points per component) 
and a minimum one paragraph 
response about your views on 
the reading topic +5 points. The 
precis and response paragraph 
need to be labeled and typed. 
They can be on the same page. 



4. Modes Essay
 Finally, using MLA format, write a 400-600 word 

essay in the selected mode. 

➔ Topic
Choose a topic that is well known and 
interesting to you and broad enough that 
you can readily adapt it to all of the different 
modes. 

➔ Mode Components
Follow the checklist from the chapter intro

➔ Word Count
Follow the formatting from the instructions 
packet and put the word count of the 
ESSAY at the end of the essay.



Requirements: Write an essay on the same topic, 
each in a different mode +25 points each based on 
the AP exam scoring rubric (400-600 words). List the 
word count at the end. Each paper should clearly 
demonstrate the distinct characteristics of the mode. 
Before writing each mode you should review the 
different chapters for tips on purpose, audience, 
strategies, and, in some cases, potential pitfalls. 
Especially important is the Checklist for Revising 
chart at the end of each introduction. 



Choose a topic that is well known and interesting to you 
and broad enough that you can readily adapt it to all of 
the different modes. Topics that have worked well for 
students in the past include: shopping, a favorite sport, 
school, friends, teenagers, grades, parents, teachers, TV, 
movies, reading, dating, music, holidays, fashion, 
presidential elections, politics, religion, vegetarianism, 
health, food or cooking, nature, etc. Each paper should be 
in MLA format, approximately 400 - 600 words, labeled 
with the mode of development, double-spaced, typed, 
have a creative title, and a word count at the end. 



Follow the formatting 
examples in the Bedford 

Instruction Packet



Good luck!
The Bedford - Modes of 
Development assignments 
will be submitted to 
turnitin.com every 3 - 4 
weeks. Keep up on your 
work and be sure to ask 
your teacher if you have 
any questions. Good luck!


